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ANNUAT REPORT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE VESTRY

lntroduction
The Vestry is pleased to present the annual report for Christ Church, Falkirk for the year ended

30th September 20L7.
Christ Church was consecrated in 1864 and today meets the needs of Episcopalians and other
Anglicans living in, or visiting the town and surrounding communities.
We are a congregation of about 200 members. We celebrate the Eucharist at least 3 times each
week and our average aggregate weekly attendance is about 70. Our objective is to advance the
mission of the Christian Church through worship, service and fellowship.
We are members of the West Forth Area of the Diocese of Edinburgh of the Scottish Episcopal

Church. We also help to support our sister church at Nyakinoni in Uganda.
The annual report and accounts present a summary of our financial activities during the year and

give an overview of the general activities which have taken place in the life of our Church in the
past year.

Activities and Achievements
Christ Church maintains 3 services per week with sung Eucharist every Sunday"
The Church hall continues to be used by the Church but is also let out at a modest hourly rental to
local community organisations.
The St Andrew Chapel was restored with funds donated to the Project 150. Furniture was donated

by Erskine Church after they merged with Falkirk Old Parish. Thursday morning and Sunday
evening services are held in the Chapel.

lncome
Christ Church relies heavily on the generosity of its congregation for most of its day to day funding.

Additionally, smaller but significant amounts are generated by fund-raising events such as coffee
mornings to which the public are invited. Due to the continuing generosity of a member of the
congregation we were able to hire Falkirk Trinity hall and held 2 large fund-raising fairs this year.
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Reserves

Christ Church reserves fall into the category of unrestricted and restricted funds. We have no

endowment funds. Unrestricted funds can be spent on any relevant activity; restricted funds can
only be spent on a defined activity. The Vestry has adopted a policy of trying to maintain a level of
unrestricted reserves such that, in the event of a significant drop in income, the Church would be
able to maintain its current level of activities for a reasonable period until replacement funding is
obtained. This year we have not had to make use of our reserves.
Transfer of Funds

place. The Vestry agreed the transfer of f20,00 to boost
the Quinquennial Fund created to gather funds for the Roof Fund.
No physical transfer of funds has taken

lnvestments
Monies which are not needed to fund day-to-day expenditure are invested in the Scottish
Episcopal Church Unit Trust Pool {UTP), administered by Baillie Gifford. The investment policy of

the UTP, which accords with that of the Vestry, is to earn a return on the assets, over the long
term, sufficient at least to maintain the realvalue of the distribution to unit holders. The UTP has
developed an ethical investment policy. No investments will be made in companies which derive
more than 15% of their revenue from tobacco, gambling or armaments. The majority of the UTP is
invested in UK equities.
Structure, Governance and Management
Christ Church is registered as a charity and is governed by a constitution which was revised in 1968

with further amendments in t987. lt has now been updated again and brought into
standardised throughout the Scottish Episcopal Church.

a

format to be

As a member congregation of the Diocese of Edinburgh in the Scottish Episcopal Church, Christ

Church is also governed by Canon Law of the Scottish Episcopal Church. The management team of

the Church is known as the Vestry. For the purposes of charities law, the members of the Vestry
are the Charity Trustees of the Church. Details of the Vestry membership are given on page 2.
Apart from the Rector, ordinary Vestry members are elected by the congregation in its annual
meeting. Vestry members usually serve for a term of 3 years and may not serve again for one
year. They retire in rotation so that 2 of the elected members retire each year. The Rector's
Warden is appointed by the Rector. The Rector is appointed by the Vestry and the Bishop of the
Diocese. Rev Sarah Shaw was instituted as our new Rector on l August.
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The Vestry Secretary regularly updates other members of the Vestry on relevant changes in

legislation and best practice relating to charities. Each new Vestry member is provided with an
induction pack to make sure that they are familiar with the Church's values, aims and
responsibilities as the designated trustees of a charity.
Vestry Responsibilities
The Vestry is responsible for the temporal affairs of Christ Church.

lt manages and safeguards the

assets of the Church and assists the Rector in matters affecting the spiritual welfare of the

congregation. lt is also responsible for keeping proper accounting records and ensuring that the
accounts are prepared in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment
(Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006.
The Vestry keeps under review the major risks to which Christ Church is exposed and has

established procedures to mitigate the identified risks.
The congregation elects an Honorary Treasurer who, on behalf of the Vestry, must prepare

financial statements which give sufficient detail to enable an appreciation of the transactions of
the Church during the financial year. The members of the Vestry are responsible for keeping
proper accounting records which, on request, must reflect the current financial position of the
Church at that time.

Relationship with Diocese and Province
Christ Church is supported by the Diocese and the Province through the pastoral oversight of the
Bishop, with central support functions provided at Diocesan level by the Rector and Lay

Representative. As a member of the SEC, Christ Church has an obligation to contribute to the
costs of the Diocese and the Province through payment of an annual 'quota'. This amount is based
on the relative level of income of the Church in comparison with that of other churches in the
Diocese and Province.

Charitable Objectives and Activities
The Church's principal activities include public worship in sacrament and prayer, Christian

education, charitable work and fund-raising for local, national and international needs and social
events.
Volunteers
The Vestry is grateful for the time freely given by a large number of volunteers, without whom

many of the activities would be unable to operate, particularly so during the interregnum.
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Achievements and Performance
The Church continues to make its facilities available for use and provide worship for the whole

community.
Financial Review
This year we have made an overall surplus of f43,493. This compares with an overall surplus

of

f79,7L9 the previous year. This is mainly due to the fact that we had no Rector so therefore saved
the payment of salary, Nl, travel expenses etc. Rev Jim Mein, who was our lnterim Pastor received
no salary and only claimed travel to and from Christ Church. Rev Sarah has been paid for the 2
months she has been employed. Pension payments of f1,365.20 were not paid in time to be
reflected in this year's figure

Giving by Free Will Offering has increased again this year - 37 of our Christ Church family now pay
by Standing Order each

month. Open plate giving has also increased.

Our financial position is monitored very closely by the Vestry

-

monthly statements are produced

for every Vestry Meeting.
Conclusion
The members of the Vestry would like to thank all those who contribute their time, energy and
money so generously to ensure the continuation and development of Christ Church as a centre of

worship and a focus for the community. We will strive in the coming year to increase our funds
and so guarantee the future of the Church.
On behalf of the Trustees

Rev Sarah Shaw

Chair of the Vestry

19 November 2AL7

$/U*ft^a";
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sc017350

lndependent Examine/s Report to the Trustees of Christ Church, Falkirk
I report on the financial statements of the church

for the year ended 30 September 2015.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The Church's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006.
The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10{1} (a)

to

(c) of the

Accounts Regulations does not apply. lt is my responsibility to examine the financial statements

under section

a

(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my

attention.
Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 1L of the Charities Accounts
(scotland) Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by
the church and a comparison of the financial statements presented with those records. lt also
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements, and seeks
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not

provide allthe evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an
audit opinion on the financial statements.
lndependent examinerrs statement
ln the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention which gives me reasonable

to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
o To keep accounting records in accordance with Section aa (1Xa) of the Charities and

cause

Trustee lnvestments (Scotland) Act 2005 and Regulation 4 of The Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006 and

o

To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

requirements of Regulation 9 of The Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006
have not been met, or to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable
proper understanding of the financial statements to be reached.

a

&h.
D Paterson
l-6 October 20L7
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RECEIPTS

AND PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2017
Total

Year

Funds

20tslt6

f

f

37,76I

37,76t

35,754

Tax Recovered

9,313

9,313

9,598

Ordinary Collections

3,551

3,551

3,234

Donations

1,2L5

7,2L5

714

Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals

LA7

LO7

37L

lnvestment lnterest

36s

365

361

4,88V

4,887

4,23t

Notes

Unrestricted

Restricted

Endowments

RECEIPTS

Free Will Offerings, Gift Aid

donations and Covenants

Hall rental
Fuel Bills (Rector's contribution)

0

0

1,L25

5,L28

3,925

3,925

Magazine

L24

L24

157

Rebates & Grants

L94

L94

1,273

L,246

t,246

2,O72

222

10s

14,503

3,436

77,412

67,559

General Fundraising

Sundries
Flower Fund

14s03

Quinquennial

14,725

TOTAL RECEIPIS

0

PAYMENTS

Notes
Clergy Stipend, Nl, Pension
and Diocesan Fee

Ministry Travel Expenses

Total

Year

Funds

zotslL6

4,300

4,300

22,492

45

45

L,066

Unrestricted

Restricted

Endowments

0

0

0

Relief Ministry Travei

864

864

196

Telephone

307

301

560

6,084

6,084

6,O44

0

0

7,2L0

CPD

Quota
Council Tax

Church, Rectory and
Hall Maintenance

9

2,745

2,745

906

Gas and Electricity

10

3,430

3,430

3,977

1s6

156

91

Cleaning

Water Rates

11

0

0

o
444

420

420

lnsurance

3,818

3,818

3,924

Organists'Fees

1,s25

1,525

L,430

s73

573

s82

Altar

L2

Photocopying

456

Project 150
Garden
Web Site

394

394

0

o

0

0

2,t74

2,316

Quinquennial

7,4t4

7,4t4

L9A9

Flower Fund

112

772

80

26,793

7,L26

33,919

47,843

35,894

7,600

43,493

L9,716

13

Sundries

TOTAL PAYMTNTS

Overall Surplus/Deficit for the year
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Statement of Balances at 30th September 2017

Notes Unrestricted Restricted

Cosh

Endowments

TotalFunds

2015fi6

f

f

f

f

30,577
35,894

1,906

37,483
43,494

12,764

7,600
20,000

0

79,779
0

29,546

75,977

32,483

17,295

9,235
0

0

0
0

t,249

1.,249

2,060

12,544

12,544

lt,295

43,778
43,494

21,999

L,249
0

2,O50

88,521

43,778

qt hand and in bank

Cash at beginning

ofyear

Surplus/(deficit) for year
Transfers between funds
Totol funds at year end

-20,000
46,47L

lnvestments (SEC Unit Trust Pool)
Market value at beginning of year
Additions at cost

11,295
0

Disposal proceeds
Unrealised gain/(loss) for year
Market value at year end
Fund Balances (Cash, lnvestments

&

0

Assets retoined)

At beginning of year

47,872

1,906

Cash surplus/{deficit) for year
Movement in investments

35,894

7,249

7,600
0

0

0

Transfers

At end of year

79,015

9,506

79,7L9
0

External lncome

4,202

3,57!

Nyakinoni Clinic tax recovery

885

443

Specific Charities

279

257

Nyakinoni Clinic

Specific Charities Tax Recovered

o

0

Bishop's Lenten Appeal

20

150

Extemal Payments
5,350

3,669

Bishop's Lenten Appeal

20

150

Specific Charities

279

297

Nyakinoni Clinic
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Accounting Policies

a.

Basis of Preparation. The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

They consist of a summary of all monies received and paid via the bank and in cash by the
Church during the financial year, along with a statement of balances. Except for investments
and the historic asset of the rectory and the hall, fixed assets are not capitalised.

b.

External Funds. These funds represent monies raised specifically for Nyakinoni. They include
the associated tax recovery through Gift Aid. The Nyakinoni funds are passed on from time to
time but not necessarily in full at the year end.

c.

Restricted Funds. The only funds in this category are the donations to the Flower Fund and
Quinquennial Fund.

d.

Church Buildings. The Church and the hall are not shown in the statement of balances. The
Vestry believe that it is not possible to place a market value on them. The current valuation of

the buildings for insurance purposes is:a

Church

o

Rectory and

f2,0O8,820

Hall

f850,080

The valuation for the Church is based on full replacement assuming that, in the event of fire, the
masonry structure would be substantially unaffected and could be re-used.

1

GIVING

There has been an increase in giving this year. Details are as follows:-

Gift Aided lncome {including tax recovered)
Ordinary Collections
Donations
Total

2

20t6lL7

20tslt6

47,374
3,551

45,351
3,238

895

7LO

fst,82L

f.49,299

HMRC REFUND ON GIFTAID

During the year a figure of f4,202.25 was donated to the Nyakinoni Clinic by a small group of
donors. As tax recovered under the Gift Aid Scheme is allocated to the purposes for which the

donation was given, f885 tax recovered was allocated to Nyakinoni Clinic. f2,598 was allocated to

the Quinquennial Fund, and f9,313 was allocated to Church funds.
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3

DONATIONS

The figure of f 1,51-5 is made up of a generous donation from the estate of the late Frank Murray
and the donation covering the cost of hiring Trinity Church for the 2 fayres held there annually.

4

CHURCH HALTRENTAT

The main external users of the hall are the Arnotdale Singers who meet most Mondays for 2
hours and Family Mediation who hire the hall all day each Saturday and occasional weekdays for a

few

hours

ln July we were very pleased that Falkirk and District Mental Health choir started

hallfor 3 hours on Wednesday afternoons. We generated f4,887 hall rental and it
very welcome. Samaritans and Falkirk Tryst Theatre also use the premises occasionally.
using the

5

is

GENERAL FUND RAISING

This is made up of:

Coffee Mornings (general)
100 Club
Raffle
Holly Wreaths
Soup and Pud Lunches
General
Thanksgiving Pig
Quiz Nieht
Easter Bonnet Competition
Christmas Cards
Total

Annual Report and Accounts 201,6-20 L7
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!,992

f2,406

516
424
150

f.498

701.

f396
f370
f500
f_L1.4

Quinquennial fund
Quinquennial fund
Quinquennial fund

f186
f33.4

1,42

fL40
f2a4

83,925

85,128
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6

SUNDRIES

for Rev Jinr Mein. f439 collected at
Rev Sarah's institution in aid the Scottish Espiscopal lnstitute, f39 collected in for Easter eggs and
f38.2L candle money.

This figure included f680 collected for the thank you gift

7

RELIEF MINISTRY TRAVEL

We have been very fortunate with our relief ministry. Rev.Iim Mein claimed EB64 in travelling
expenses during his stint as our lnterim Rector. The members of the pastoral ministry team do not

claim travel expenses.

8

TELEPHONE

For the majority of the year we were only paying for a telephone line to service the burglar alarm
and to operate the answering machine. Since 1 August we have also been paying for broadband.

9

CHURCH AND HALL MAINTENANCE

This figure covers payments for homecare cover to Scottish Gas, payment for PAT testing electrical

appliances in Church, hall and rectory fire extinguisher annual service and a plumbing repair in the

utility room in the rectory, repair of an airlock in the hall and Rectory, replacement of keys, fitting
the keypad entry to the hall then changing the lock on the sacristy door. f880 went on painting
the office and the sitting room in the rectory, and f600 on cleaning the carpets.

10

GAS AND ELECTRICITY

We have now transferred our accounts to the best supplier at the time of transfer. The rectory
being unoccupied, accounts for the drop in expenditure here. We pay no Council Tax at present

T!

WATER RATES

We again applied for, and were granted, exemption from payment of water rates from June
onwards.

T2

PHOTOCOPYING

We pay rental charges for our photocopier, which is used to produce the weekly pew leaflets and

monthly magazine.
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13

SUNDRIES

This figure included postage for the Bell - f 120, Christ Church donation to 3 retirals from the

donations also given
post and catering, thank you to Rev Jim Mein - f680 and payment

Diocese, new liturgies (donation given for these) Hire of Trinity Hall f306

for this, institution costs f559

*

-

of the collection at Rev Sarah's institution of f439.

L4

SEC UNIT TRUST

The value

of f12,544

as reported in the Statement of Balances is as at 30 September 20L7, t715

Units @ f17 -5445r, an unrealised increase over the year of f1-,749.31-.

15

SALE AND PURCHASE OF FIXED ASSETS

There has been no sale or purchase of fixed assets during the year.

L6

REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES PAID TO VESTRY MEMBERS

None of the Vestry member received any remuneration or expenses relating to their

position as a Vestry member.

L7

DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

total receipts are less than f7AO,000, these accounts are prepared on an income and
expenditure basis in accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland)
Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. Thus there is no recognition in
the formal reporting, of income and expenditure accrued within the accounting period.
As the

At the year end the cash in bank included the following designated allocations:Nyakinoni Clinic fund fL,846, Flower Fund f570 and Quinquennial Fund (Roof Fund) 828,882.
Special Charitable Fund-Raising
The Special charitable fund-raising this year was:-

a.

The Bishop's Lent Appeal f20

b.

Macmillan Coffee Morning f279
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The Quinquennial Fund

lncome

f323
f898
f4,000
f795

Folk Singing Nieht

Funeral Donations
Bequest from the late Frank Murray
Seasons for Growth collection pots
Thanksgiving Pig
Easter Bon net Competition
Sweet Harmony Concert
Fashion Show

f54
f72
f523
f801
f355

Quiz

Weddine donations
Donations

€990

f2,796
f 2,958

Grft Aid

Expenditure

f 1,500

Architect
Hire of Cherry Picker
Corstorphine Roofing
Quantity Surveyor

f522
f4,5L2
f480

On behalf of the Trustees

&^^dd &u"oi't'
Sandie Bovaird
Honorary Treasurer
16 October 2017
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